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March 12: Attorneys Gilberto Medina and Jose Gonzalo Moncada submitted to a special
congressional committee two legal suits charging President Guillermo Endara with violating
the nation's constitution in December 1990 when he requested US military assistance to quash a
police rebellion. The seven-member committee was chaired by Christian Democrat Raul Ossa.
March 13: President Endara said the assistance by US troops last December was the result of a joint
decision by cabinet members, high-ranking officers of the national police force, and the executive.
March 14: The congressional committee rejected the charges against Endara by a six-to-one vote.
March 19: President Endara told reporters that only "blood and weapons" would remove him
from office. In a radio interview, the president's spouse Ana Mae Diaz de Endara, accused the
Christian Democrat Party (PDC) of conspiring against Endara and the government. Diaz accused
Ricardo Arias Calderon, Vice President and PDC party leader, of complicity in the conspiracy and of
violating "his own democratic and Christian principles." Presidential adviser Marcos Alarcon told
reporters that the PDC was planning to oust the present administration by promoting anarchy. Vice
President Arias said there was no reason for responding to the commission's decision with coup
conspiracy accusations. PDC legislator Carlos Arellano denied that the PDC was planning a coup,
referring to such accusations as a "Disney World-type fantasy." Leaders of the four parties which
make up the government coalition, the Civilian Democratic Opposition Alliance (ADOC), called an
urgent meeting. The ADOC is comprised of the PDC, led by Vice President Arias; the Arnulfistas
(PA) led by President Endara; the Authentic Liberal Party (PLA), and the National Republican
Liberal Movement (MOLIRENA). The PDC controls a majority of seats in the national congress.
March 20: President Endara told reporters that there was no evidence of a coup being planned
by the PDC. Endara said he maintains excellent relations with Arias, and that the conspiracy
denounced by Ana Mae Diaz is linked to extremist elements within the PDC. March 23: Endara told
reporters that the PDC should never have permitted the suits against him to be submitted to the
congressional committee. March 24: Following a meeting of party members, the PDC released a
statement asserting continued support for the president, and membership in the ADOC coalition.
The statement denied PDC involvement in coup conspiracies. (Basic data from EFE, 03/13/91,
03/14/91, 03/20/91; Notimex, 03/19/91; ACAN-EFE, 03/20/91; AFP, 03/14/91, 03/20/91, 03/24/91)
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